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a Tsunami Story”

Long ago in a seaside village of Kishu
There was an earthquake followed by a tsunami
And so the story goes of a brave man

Who single-handedly thought of a rescue plan

Happy were the people, the eve of the festival
Everyone in good spirits to bless the good year
After the earthquake had even just shaken ground

to the seashore they gathered, prepare their tiny town

The village leader was the one on the hill
Watching each wave break farther away from the shore
Thinking that something just wasn’t quite right

When suddenly it hit him “A tsunami has come!”

Without hesitation the man had to think
If I can’t warn them then no one will survive
But how can I tell them with so little time

Everyone must evacuate as soon as they can!

Ah yes! Here we are, the harvested rice
Tied up in bales, they are the perfect torch
Even if rice is second only to life itself

Put it all on fire to get everyone to come

Light it and burn it, the harvested rice
Let this red flame burn way to the heavens above
Scream to them, wave to them, this be my warning

Beat the tsunami before it beats every man

“Look! Its a fire! That’s Gohei’s house.”

Hurry men, full speed we must save this man



Women and children and even the old

Everyone followed up to the flame on the hill

“They’re coming! They're coming! The old man shouted
Reaching the top they now had to look back
As the ground rumbled right under their feet

The tsunami came crashing down on their village beneath

“T'sunami!” Watch, think what could have been
In that tiny moment had they not been so forewarned
Looking at their town that no longer was there

Listening and feeling as each wave took it awav

Refrain:

After an earthquake come several tsunami

Never go by the waters, as calm as they may be
Those living by the waters or who happen to be by

Run to higher ground now and wait ‘til its safe
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